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SONE NEW ROOKS,

Framde's Frasmas,

A peenline Intereat attaches ta the Life and
Jattcrn of Krowmvn by JANrs ANTHoNy ne
Soribners) becaties, unlese he has loft uapnb.
Hahed manuscripts, (£ the Inst book (hat we
oan bape for from one of the most accomplished
and attractive writers of Ll time, 1L embodien
the subatance nf & serles of lectures deliversd
from the chalr to which he had heen called near
e enad of hin life, the ehalr of Reglas professor
of medern history st Oxfurd, which had besn
sutesaively socupled by Goldwin Bmith, by,
Htabb, and by Freeman, The subjest
have been prenlinrly enngenial to the lectufer,
hecanes 1t 1ed Wit back ta those researches In
clen recoride of the sizteenth eeninry, to which &
Iarge part 6! kis earller years bl beeti devotad,
anid beesnes, ne the resder will paréeive, there
wassamethiing I the chiarncter and tastes of
Ermrmus slngniarly sympathetie to his biog-
raplier.  From e nature of the cass, the
methol followed In thess lectiires was sclectie!
not & few poinis of intereat In the career of the
subject are untouclied, One would have liked,
for instanee, Lo hoar At least & referencs to the
fact thAL the burbarons mode of pronounc-
fug Gresk, which until recently prevalled In
the Knglish  denools sud  universities, was
dlue argely 1o Lis suggestion and influence, One
peekn in vali, oo, an allusion to the codices
which Krasmuns, in the function of tranalator,
weewpted na nuthorities for the Gireek text of the
Naw Testmment, and to the value of them, com-
pared with that of other codices then extant or
aines discaversl. Rut everything we have no
right to expect In a voiume of this sias, and we
may well be thankrul for what we find.

I

The sulifect of theve loctures was born at Rots
terdam 'n 1407, when Charles the Bold had Just
become Duke of Burgundy, He s supposed to
hinve been bomn ot of wedioek, The renders of
Charles Teada's * Clolster and the Learth ™ are
familiar with (M story of bis parents; the teadie
tion whicn s expandal In the navel I conidensed
Ly the present hlographer lnnparageapl The fa-
therof Erasuins was named Gerrard, pronounced
apparsntly Glerard, from plere, 1o desite” or
1o lang pasylonatel: Tu the son, the Datoh
word wan  Latinized  Intn  Desiderius,  and
Geervized afterwan, areonling to the affentn-
tion 0f the times, into Keaamuos, jost as Reuchlin
beeanie Capnio and “wartzende was turned into
Melanebthon, Aceonling to the legend Eras-
nius wos, as we lhave sald, m Iove elifid, The
Latlior veas mman of somo station, well odneated,
witha singularly ltereniing and even fascinat-
Yng chinvacter.  Ie fell in love, it is sald, with a
earttin Margarel, daughter of a physician nt
Slelon Mergen. Margarel was equally In love
with him. For some unknown reason the rela.
tionw, either lils or hers, opposed thelr marringe
They wera Impruden:, amnd tha asunl conse-
uencos sromed likaly to fullow, At this dan-
geronus time business of some kind required Gor-
rard’s presenceo ot Rome, 1o went, expecting
to roturn Immediatoly, whon the marringe was
to ba completed, ty pave ‘he legitimacy of the
expocted vhild, e wa detalned. Communiea-
tions were ieregilnr. Thoe relations senl a story
aftor lilm that Margarct was dead,  He belleved
11, and, in despalr, beeamo o uriest.  His mare
riage was mada thun impossille, and ha dis-
envered the trick when it was too Inte for remedy ;

thins the child seas born ot of wedlock,
Ko, at leav:, ran the story, but, as Froude
points out, It grow up onut of tradition when
Erasmas had become Zamous and Lis enemies
Hkod to th=ow a slor upon his parents, The
Glographer thinks that (4 s, pachaps, » 1o alto-
gether; perlinpaonly partly s lle, The diMienlty
fa that Frasmus says distinctly that he was &
soconyd child, sud hsl a brother three years
olderthen himself, There s Do suggestion of
any previous marelage with another persan,
The connection of his father and mother must,
therefore, have beon of lung continuance, Tlhe
fact is thnt Erasiang's own lotters are the only
trustwaorthy anthority for his life,  From them,
we learp thnt the two chiliren were brought
up tke othes people’s ehilidren under the joint
care of thele father and wollier, and that
Lo, the younger, was Lils mother's special favor.
fte, a Leight, clever little fellow, with faxen
halr, gray-bluo eyes, and sharp, clean-cut fens
turva; very pretty, it Issald, amnd with asweet-
toned voleo, wlhich seemwl to say thal nature
meant him Yor amusiclan. ‘fhemother thought
#o, and propased to make n litile angel of him,
and trafu i as a chorlster. But he had no real
gift that way, aud no taste forit. In bis Inter
years he came cven (o hale the droning of ee-
cloatastical music. The chorister plan failing,
ho vens enterod when i yoars old as s day boy at
a nchool at Deventor, his mother removing there
from Kotterdam to tuke care of him, Here the
fittlo boy soon showed talent; he had an ex-
teaordinary memary, learnt Horace and Terenice
by lieart. and composed verses of his own,
Ho shiowed . passionate fonduess for books; des
woursd all that he could get hiold of; got up
mimic debatos; challenged other boys to dispute
with him on polnts of langnaige or lHterature,
He says that Lie was 111 tauight, that his master
wis illiterate nud did not understand him. He
once composed what he considered an excellent
Latin letter to the man, for which he expected
to be complimente). The waster only told him
to mind his hnndwriting and attend to Lis
punctuation, Thero was free use of the rod be.
pides; nevertheless, when visitors appeared he
was puinted out asa boy of exceptional promise,
When he was eleven years old the famous
Rudolph Agricoln came o Deventer to inspect
the schwol. Erasmos was  brought wp o
him: the grest man patted his flaxen
poll  amd  sakl,  “this  Jiule  fellow  will
coms 1o semething by apd by,  Shortly
alfter the visit ot Agricoln, the mother died, Her
husband was unable to survive her loss, Erns-
mus and his elder hrother Peter wers now or-
phans, and were left under the guardianship of
three of his futher’s friends, & banker, an un-
pamed burgher, who soon dled of the plague,
and the mnster of anvther achool at Gouwde.
The banker was busy with lils own affairs, and
gave the schoolmuster the whole charge, There
wan some property i resdy money, bils and
Jand; not much, Erasinus says, but enough wo
Istneh hin brother and lilmself respectably in
the world., What followsd was reinted aftor-
warl by himself innletter to s high official at
the Apomolie Court, and intended for the Pope
Limsalf. The guardian, he says, mado
away with thas property. and be sugeesta
frand, but, o he wdds that 1t s & com-
won  feull of gaardlans o negloct thelr
wards' Literesia, the blographer thinks that he
moans no more Lhan that they wern gullty of
culpable negligence. The banker had left all to
the schoolmester; the schoolmaster, on his
part, had beon careloss: money, lnnd, and bills
wore wasted almost 1o nothilng, amd, to crown
their own dellnguency and got their charge off
their hands, they agresd that the two boys
should Le senl into s monastery, and so, as the
phrase went, be provided for, According o
Church law, the monasthe yow waa niot ta be
taken by sav one usder nge. But practice and
connivancy llad st Church law aside. Tucon-
voplent mwambers wery diabosed of In this way
by thelr families. In the cuse, however, of a boy
like Erssmus, the custom was certaln to -
volve agrievouswrong,  Froo his earlivst years
be bad o paselon for loarning, He bhad po help
trod auy oie, anl wes refused access to books,
But they could not e whelly Kept from him,
and he devoured all that be conld get. o wivle
wernes, easays, Lhyibing that eame W bhapd,
Frow the firet, ss bo wlulls, be was for oo pre-
ciplate, fying st the Brst sulject which offwied.
Masic uade him carcloss, and this fault slways
cluug o o  In later Uife Le was neser able to
eudure Lho bore of coreevting bis books Jlul,
thougt sack was his disposition, bhe waa al.
sl work. To setd such a youth jntes
JBoousier, was a seuleice of intellvctunl death.
1ot & wonastery, however, Lils guardians were
resclved that b should go, and e was
evonlually cwerced, At tho sge of sevenisen,
(ot taking the monastio vow iy & bouse of Au-
guatinian canons.  His own account of tho ol
cumsiaticns under which bis profession was
mado was subseguoinly set before (ho Pope,
from wuom alope soioe relief could be abtaiued,
although not even the Holy Father bhad power
o wholly obliterate his vows, Mouxs could al-
tain a dispensation from the Pupe for nos-resl-
dance, if they had fricuds st court. As & mat
o of fack \usse wes rovss for pity sl good

prior of tha Augnatinian convent st last
the eonditton of Eraemus. It seemed
shocking that & youth *ll: s fAne & talent

vised to throw himeslf on the protection
of tha Rishop of Cambray, who reprosented to
the Vatican that he wanted & secretary, and
that there was a youth i & Holland monastery
who would exactly suit him. A dispormation
for temporary absence from the convent was
thms seoured, and Erasmos was given hack o
liberty. Long after, when he had becoms fa-
moun, the Augtstinlans tried to refasten ths
yoka upon him. It was then that ha told his
story to the Pope, appealed for final protection,
and found It Previously his freedom had Lean
conditional, The Blahkop, though pedantio and
narrow, was kind, and oceaslonally, when lis
conld spare hin services, sent him to Improve
Kimsnlf at the University of Louvaln, In 1402
he wan ordalned priest sl Utrechi, and in the
satie year, e was enabled, through the Bishop's
generosity, to enter the University of Parls,
Hers, to ke ont his patron's allowsnes, he took
puplis, and his reputation for talent provided
him with as many as he wanted, What bhe
learned himself he taught to others. Oreek
wan then & rare acgulsition, and was frowned on
by the authorities, but Erasmus learned for
himself the elements of the langusge, and In-
wstructed bin puplla in it Booksellers also gave
bim small sums for his writlogs, OF his 1ife In
Paris but little s known: his enemion acoused
him of irregulnrition, and his friend the Bishop
became uneasy at the rumors which reached
him. Ersamus himself admits that he was not
immaculate, though vielous he never was,

With his poetry, his delleate wit, and his gray
ayes, lie wis s fascinsting to one fx as to the
other, Fis blogenphor admita that he may have
hind Kin love affalrs, very wrong in him, as he
waa & briest, but not the lesa common or the
leas natural, Mis habits were confessedly not
strict, but Fronde argues that original writers,
man who do not borrow the thoughts of other
authors, but have deawn thele knowledge freah
from life, must have seen and known what they
doscribed, True enough, many drown In these
adventures, but Ernamus, as it happened, was
not sulimerged. He was, we are reminded, no
dey pednnt or professional  scholar  and
tiwologian, but a very human creature,
who bied If yon pricked him, loving, hating,
enjoying. snffering and occupied with many
things besides Greek grammar, and the clnsajos,
Hin intellect, in truth, waanot the intelloctof a
philoropher. 1t was llke Lucian's or Voltalre's,
lueld, clear, sparkliog, above all things, witty;
hie wan a clasaical scholar when clasical scholnrs
were fow and in eager de d. The classics
wera then the novelty, the recovered and re
turning voice of life and truth, when theology
hail grown dry and threadbare—litere humanis
wres, na they have ever plnce been called, the
vory name and the comparative degres indl.
eating the opening of the conflict between Hberal
cultiures and medimval scholasticism,

It wan In December, 1404, that Frasmus vis-
lted England with the young Lond Mountjoy,
who had been one of his puplis in Parls. Morton
was still Archbishop of Cantorbury at this time,
and Warham, who suecceded him, both na I'ri.
mate aml Chancellor, was Master of the Holls
Without the help which bhe subsequently re-
celved from Warham, he acknowledged that he
must hinve gone under, Heo was Introduced nlso
to Thomas More, then a lnd of twenty: to Colet,
afterward the famoos dean of BL Paul's; to
Groeyn, who wns teaching the rudimenta of
Groek at Oxford, although no gramemars or djc-
tlonaries wers yot within rench, During this
flrst vinit, however, althiongh ho met with much
kindness and generosity, ho saw  no pros.
peet of making & position In England answers
ing to his merits and expectations, Erasmus
concluded, consequently, after a stay of some
months, that he conld do better for himself at
Paris, where he was better known. At this point
theblographer interjoctathe comment that thers
1s no kind of psrson more diMcult to provide for
than & man of genfus. He will not work in
barness, nor undertako work which he does not
lika. His unavowed theory about himself is
that he mnst be loft to do as he pleases, and to
be provided someliow with nsuffieient income
to live in independent comfort. To this
it hiad to come with Erssmus eventoal-
ly. Ruling powers saw his valoe at last, and
took bim on his own terms. Meanwhile his
Paris diMicolties, which were chiefly flnancial,
were provided for through the handsome pres-
ent mado by his English friends, Among them
they contributed in money what woulil amount
in modern currency to £200 sterling. Unlackily
for Erasmus an Eoglish statute forbado the nx-
portation of specie. His money was seized and
confiscated at the Dover custom house, ana he
was sent on to Parls absalitely penniless, The
misadventure took wind and was much talked
about. Erasmus saw that something was ex-
pected from himon the subject. He determined
tn  ahiow that lie was not oecupled with
hin  private misfortunes, snd, Instead of
writing w diatrite on Engllah custom houses,
he put togethier, with & few weeks' Inlior, n work
which was to be the beginning of his world-wide
fame. He called It “Adagin'™ s complinting
from his commonplace books, s collection of
popular sayings, quotatlons, ¢plgrams, proverbs,
anecdotes, anything amusing which came o
hand, with hils own reflections attached to them,
Light literature was not common, and partly for
that reason the “Adagia” was aspleadid sue-
cess, Coples were sold in thousands, and helped
& little to ALl the author's emptied purse. From
his English friends the book had an entlinslastio
weloome, Warkaim, who wia soon to be Arch-
bishop of Canterbury, waa so delighted with it
that he took his copy with lim wherever he
went, sent the author money, and offered him s
benefice if he would return to England,

It was not long after the compsition of the
“ Adagia ™ that Erasmus translated thie greater
partof Luclan's Dialogues, Froude expresses the
wish that more of us read Lucian now, and pro-
pounces him by far the man il
the Christian Church In the second century of
our era, Mo had human blood in him. You will
learn full as much from his dinlogues of what
mon and women were like In the Roman Em-
pire, when the Christlan falth had taken root,
aa from the contemporary Christian writers,
One of tnese dialogues, * Touching Those Who
Become Companions for Hire" seems partivo-
larly to have astruck FErasmus, because
It indicated a temptation which beset Lim.
Young men of talent In  Lucian's time
were tempted by the promise of an ensy life to
hire themselves out as companions to wealthy
Roman nobles, to write thelr letters, correet
thelr versea, amuse thelr guestn, and write
ponms bo thelr honor. Luclan traces ane of these
unfortunates through Lis splendid degradation,
il he
fung aside like a worn-out dresa, Too late to
return o any hunest employment, he sinks from
shame to shwme, till he falls o the level of the
groom of the chamber and the housekevper,
and foslly s left in charge of wy Lady's
pug dog. To such a fate many a promis-
tng youth waadrifiing in the liftesntl century,
an well as In the second. A high educatbon
crenles tastes for refinement, but does not pro-
vide the means of astlafying them, Erasmus
had evidently tl?vtleucul the temptation, and
once, apparcaply, had tried to oblain such &
et Sesothbug like it had been off bim at
» eastle lo the Low Countrigs, and his rapher
thinks that Luclan may have saved him from
scoepling IL

It was o 18054 that Erasmus was enabled 1o
take the long-coveted Journey through lualy.
Heo records that be mmused himself during the
passage of the Alps with compusing & poem o
eld age, from which It appesars Lhat he had no
teste Yor what we vall the sublime and bwauti-
ful. He had, lu truth, no (nterest in scslery,
and cared only fur men and Luman things. At
Roame e net with more than kinduesa Awong
the princes of the Church thero was the nase snd
grace ol Iutelloctual cultivation calculatgd o
delight and charn hlin. The Cardiauals saw his
viluo aod wished to kewp him smong them,
The Cardinal of 5. George. lu partioular be.
came an |otimate friend, and remaloed afier-
ward the wost tristed of is correspondenta
He bad but Lo coasont L siay st Iowe sud Lia
rise to the baghest dignities would bave been
cortalu and rapgyl. The temiplativg wes siroug.
Long alwiwan, whas the ploch of povesty

Is supplasted by a now favarite and |

admitied that ha looked back wistfully to the
Roman iihrariea and palaces, and glorioas ar,
and magnifioent apd refined soolety, Vet strang
Be  the Inclinatlon might ba o yield,
his love of fresdom was strongsr, free-
dom and (he high purposs of purify-
ing the Church, which must bs abandonsd
If he consentsd to remaln in Rome, 11e might
#toop to beg for alms from Blahops and great
Indisa, but he would not stoop ta prostitute his
talent. It was not lobg after his return from
Italy, about the oloss of the year 1508, that he
wenit for the third time to England and resided
and lectursd for some months at Cambridye.
That he commendesd himeelfl strongly to Prince
Henry Is evident from the fact that, when the
Intter presently became King, Erasmus, who,
meanwhile, hind returned 1o the Continent, was
invited to England, in terms which entitied
him 1o think that a considerable position
awalted him there. Nothingeama of the King's
good will, however, pt that he handed Erns-
mun over to Warham, who was now Primate,
and who offersd the now distinguished scholar
the best living In his eife, that of Aldington, in
Kent, worth sixty pounds & year, of #lx hund red
in the money of our day. Thia was finally ac-
eoptad, but relinguiahed (n slt montha, Erssmuos
belng unwilling to bury himeselt in the country,
far away from books. Therenpon the Arch-
bishop settled & pension on him squivalent to
the value of the benifice. This penalon was
pald for the rest of his life 10 Erssmus, who
thus hisd an assured (ncome of slxty pounds
sterling, at & time when s country squire was
counted rich who had forty.

e,

From tlie letters written (of coturse, In Latin)
from England by Erasmus at this period, Froude
transintes bl necounts of Dean Colet aud of Bl
Thoman More, The former we pass over, he.
enuse Colet 1s well-nigh forgotten, It Is other-
wing with More, of whom a portrait is sketehed
in a létter to Ulrleh von Hutten, who subse.
quently was to threaten to carry Luther off
by force from Worma If the Emperot's safe
conduet wers not obwerved. Yon Hutlen, ora
group of anonymons friends of his, wers Just
producing the * Eplstolm Ohsourorum Virorum®™
a8 a caricatture of the monks, The satire was
ns  gross As Rabelais', and Frasmus sald
that, though e was mnot partlcular, the
coarseness  disgusted Lim, and he disowned
not only all shinre in the work, but all Interest in
it. 8Bir Thomas More, on the other hand, ardont
Catholie aa hio was, loathed the monks as » dis-
grace to the Chureh, and frankly confessed
himself dellghted with the "Eplstole." Von
Hutten wis anxivus to know more of this Eng-
Hah admirer, and wrote to Erasmus for a de-
seription of him, *The task.,” Erasmus said,
*In not an easy one, for not every one unders
stands More, He ls of middle helght, well-
shaped, complexion pale, without a touch of
eolor ln {t, save when the skin fiushes. The
bialr I black, shot with yellow, aor yellow shot
with black ; eard seanty, oven gray with dark
spots—an eyo suppossd in England to  In-
dicate genlus, and to be never found ex-
cept In remarkable men. The expression is
pleasant and cordial, ensily prssing Into o smile,
and he lins the quickest sense of the ridionlous
of any man [ ever met. The right shoulder is
rather higher than the left, the result of a trick
in walking, pot from physical defeet. The rest
5 In keeping. The only sign of rusticlty i in
the hands. From childlood he lina been care-
lesa of appearance, hut hie has still the charm
which 1 remember when | first knew him, His
hiealth is good, though not robust, and he Is
likely to bo long-lived, Ho ia earcless in what
heeats. 1 never saw aman more so. Heisn
water deinker, His food s beef, freah or salt,
bread, milk, fruit, and especially eggs.  His
volee is low and unmusical, though he loves
musfe, but It s clear and penetratiog.
Hea articuiates slowly and distinetly, and
never hesitates.” Erasmus goes on to tell
us that Lis friend More “dresses plainly;
no allks or velvets or gold chalos, Te lins
no concern for ceremony, accepts none from
otliera, and shows little Limself, He holds
forma and courtesies unworthy of & man of sanse,
and, for that reason, hias hitherto kept clear of
the Court, * * * He Isatrue friend. When
he finds s man to be of the wrong sort, he lots
Lim drop, but he enjoys nothing so much as the
soclery of those wlio suit him, and whose characs
ter he approves, Gambling of all kinds, balls,
iee, and such like hedetesta. Noneof that sort
are 1o be found about him. In short, he s the
best type of companion, His talk 8 charming,
full of fun, but never seurrilons or malicious,

“HMe used to act plays when youug; wit
dellghts  Lim, though st his own expense;
he writes smart eplgrams; he set me on
my Encor s Morke ithe Pralse of Folly), It
was ke setting s camel todance, but Le can
make fun of anything He is wise with the wise,
and jesta with fools—with women especially, and
hiswife among them. * * * Ho had his love
affalrs when young, but notie that compromised
him: Ve was entertalned by the girls running
after him, e studied hapd, also, ot that time,
#t Gireek and philosophy, His father wanted
him to work at Enoglish law, but he did not lke
it. The lawin England is the high road to fame
and fortune, and many peernges have risen out
of that profession. Moro had no taste that way,
nature having designed him for better things,
Neverthelesa, after drinking deep ln literature he
Al make himsel? a lawyer, and an excellent one.
Noopinion ls sought more eagerly tlian his, or
more highly pald for. He worked at divinity
besldes, und lectured to large audlences on
Augustine's e Civitats Del.” Prieats and old
men were not ashamed to learn from him, His
original wish was to be a priest himaelf, Heo
gave It up because he fell in love, and he thought
achaste husbund was better than n profligate
elerk. The wite that he chose was a very young
lady, well connseted, bnt wholly aneducated,
who had been brought up o (e country with
her parents. Thus he waes able to sbhape her
character after lis own fashion. He tanght her
books, he taught her music, and formed her into
a companion for his life. Unhapplly she was
taken from Bim by death before her time. She
bore him several chillilren; & few months after he
had buried her he married a widow (o take care
of them. Thia Iady, he often sald with a laugh,
was nelther young nor pretty: but she was a
good manager, anid ho lived as pleasantly with
her as if aho had been the lovellest of maldens.
Hu riles her with Jjokes and caresses hetter Lthan
most husbands do with sternness and suthority,
and though she has & sharp tongue snd Is s
thrifty housekeepeor, he haa made her learn harp,
clthern, and gultar and praciise befure Lim
every day.” Erasmius procesds to speak of his
frienid's Hterary work. “He has writien a dia-
logue defending Plato's community of wives,
He hns answered Luclan's Tyrsoniclds, His
Utopls was written to indicate the dsngers which
threatened the English commonwealth. The
second part was wrilten first, the other was
added afterwand. You can trace s difference In
thasiyvle. lle has & fine iutellect and an excel-
lent memory; laformation all arranged and
plgeonboled to be ready fur use, He is 8o ready
in argument that he can pusale the best divine
on their own subjects, Colet, & good Judge on

| such puints. says More has more geoius than

any man o Eogland, He is religlous, but with-
out superstition. He bas his hours for prayer,
but he vaes no forms and priays out of his heart.
He will talk with his friends about a life to
eome, wod you can see thiat he meana It and has
real hopes.” Froude recalls the fact that the
subject of this pleture had bulit himself a
house o8 the Thames st Chelsea, which
was of modeorate and unpeetentions di-
monsions, with o garden leadiog down to the
river, not far from whare Cariyle's status

——

Eratmus‘s (nclination was to skepticlem. e
dwrns surprise that More was entirely satisfied
with the svidenca for s futures Hife. Both, hiow-
ever, wers nnited in the conviction of the serl.
ousnens of mortal existence, Hoth abhorred the
hiypooriay of the monka, the simony and world-
linoss of the Chureh, and kvew that, without a
root and Hranch alterstion of things, s catastro.
phe was not far off, Esch went his way—More
to reaction and Tower Hill: Erssmos to ald in
precipiiating the econvulsion, then to regret
what he had done, and to have & near sseaps of
dylng as a Cardinal,

iv.

Hitherto the worki had known Erasmus
chiefly through s few posma, the Adagis, and
A fow other llke graceful treatises, and had
recognized In him a brilliant, vagrant, snd prob.
ably dangerous man of letters. Through all
these strugeling years, however, he had been
patisnitly laboting at his New Testament, and
he wan now to blaxze befors Furope as i new
star, Froude devistes a lecturs to this work, and
to the significance of Its appearance. He begine
by reminding a8 that the Christian religlon as
then taught and practised In western Europs
conalsted of the mass and the confessional, of
elaborate ceremoniala, rituals, processions, pll-
grimages, prayers to the Virgin and the saints,
dispensations and indulgences for Iawas broken
or dutles left undone, Of the Goapels and Epls-
ties, 80 much only was known to the laity as was
read (n the Chareh services, and that intoned as
if to ba purposely made unintelligibls to the
audlence. Of the rest of the Hible nothing was
known At all, because nothing was supposed
o be necessary, Coples of the Seripture were
rare, sliut up in convent libraries, and studied
only by professional theologinns; while to the
text wore attached conventionnl interpretations
which currupted or distorted its meaning.
Erasmus had undertaken to glve the book to the
whole world to read for itself—the original
Giresk of the Epistiea and Gospels, with & new
Latin tranalation, It shouid be borne in mind
that the vernacular verslons which already ex-
Isted wore merely transiations of the as yet uti-
revised Latin of the Vulgats,

The task of Erasmus was at Iast finfaled. The
text and the teanalation were printed, and the
living fncts of Christlanity, the persons of Christ
and the aposties, their history, their lives, theie
teachings were revealed to an astonished world,
I'hie effect wans to bo s spiritual earthquake, It
shiould be noted, liowever, that Erasmus had
not been loft to work without encoursgement
within the Chwrch, He had found friends even
at Romn itself, and among the members of the
Hacred Colloge, who were weary of lmposturs and
had haif held out thelr hands to him, The Car-
dinal de Medicl, who had succeeded Jullus 11,
as Leo X, and aspired to shine as the patron
of enlightenmeni, had approved Erasmus's
undertaking, and was ready to glve It
his publie sanction. Not that Erssmus had
flattered Popes or any one to galn thelr good
word, To his edition of the New Testament he
attached remarks appropriste to the time
which must have made the halr of orthodox
divines to stand on end, Each gospel, n.ch

&

hare done no mors than any ordinary party
leader would have done In the same position.
Hin real action was absolately different. The
Papal Nunels had bronght the ball condemning
Luther to the Elector of Sazony, and had called
on the Elector, in the Pope's name, to order
Luther's works to be burnt. to selse Luther
himself, and either executs L Pope's sen-
tence of send his herstical subject as & pris-
oner to Rome. Tha Elector turned to Eraamus
for advios, and went to Cologne to ses him per-
sonally and éonanlt with him aa to what should
be done. Erasmus told the Elector that Luther
had committed two unpardonable crimes—he
had touched the Pope on the crown and the
meanks In the belly; bot, however that might bes,
A German subject ought not to be given up to
deatrietlon Ul Lis faults had been proved
ngalnst hit Luther had always professed him-
self willlng to argue the question of Indulgences
and to submit if they were shown to be legiti-
mate, Ha hnd been so far & quist, peaceful
man, with an unblemishied reputation, which
was  more than could be sald of many
of his accusors. The Pope's bull had offended
every reasonable man, and, in fact, Eras
mus advised the Eleotor to refuse to obey It
il the cause had been publicly henrd. The ad-
vice Is pronouuced the mors orsditable to Eras.
mua because he knew that, If it came o &
struggle, he would ba himself in danger. He
was not inclined to b» & martyr, and, In ex-
tremity, meant to imitete 8t Potor. Ho, at lesat,
he hod sald. On this point Fronde expreases &
doubt wheilior a readiness to be & martyr s &
very sublime quality, or whether thoss who
needlesaly rush on thelr own destenction’ ahow
nny partionlar wisdom. It 1a conceded that
such supremo sacrifice may at times become a
duty, but only when a man has no better use for
hislite. It is not m duty of which he need go
in wsearch. ‘Touehing the severity of the
judgments somotimes exprossed by posterity,
Froude Is tempted, hio tells us, (o make a gen-
eral obsorvation.  Princes, statesmon, thinkem,
who have played a great part In the direction of
hatman affairs, have been men of superior char-
acter, men in whose presenco ondinary persons
are consclous of lafer'ority, On the other hand,
thelr blographers, the writers of history gen-
erally, are of commoner metal, They resent,
perhiaps uncotnclonsly, the sense that they stand
on & lower level, ntid revengo thelr humiliation,
when they come to describe great men, by
attributing to them the motives which
Influencn themselves, LUnabla to concelve or
unwilling to admit that men of lofty char-
acter may have bad other objects than are
familine to thelr personnl experience, they de.
light to show that the great were not great after
all, but were vory poor creatures, Inferior, when
the truth is known about them, to the relator of
thetr actions, Froude, for his part, conslders
thiat Ernsmun miny be pardoned for not wishing
to e burnt nt the stake Ina cause with which
he hud Imperfect sympanthy. The Papacy was
the unly visible centre of spiritual suthority.
Revodution: neeaid anarchy and consequences
which none conld foreses. As long as there
was A hope that the Pope might take a

eplatie had its preface, whitle notes were appe

to special prasages to point thelr force upon the
establishied usuges. Thesa nutes Incrensed in
polnt and nnmber s edition followed edition,
und were sccompanled with parsplirases to
Uring out the meanings with liveller intensity.
That n Pops should have been found to -
low the publication of this work s declared
one of the most startling features In
Reformation history. Froude transistes s
number of these notea which embodied refleo-
tions upon the current doetrine and discipline
of the Catholle Chureh, They were not thrown
out, we must remember, as satires, or In con-
troversial teacts or pamohlets,  They were de-
lberate aceusations attaclied to the aacred text,
where the religlon which was tanght by Christ |
and the Aposiles and the degenerate supersii- |
tlon which had taken lta place could be
contrasted  mlde by wide. Nothing was
spared; ritual and ceremony, dogmatie the-
ology, phllosophy and personal character were
tried by what all were compelled to ac-
knowledge to be the standard whose aw-
ful countenance was now practically re-
wealed for the Nrst time In many centuries.
Bishops, seculars, monks, were dragged out to
Judgment and hung as on & publie. gibbet in the
light of the pages of the most sacred of all
books, publisbhed with the leave and approbatiun
of the Holy Father himself. The biographer
cites ficta to prove that never was volume more
passionately devoured. A hundred thousand
coples were soon sold in Franco alone. The fire
spread as {t spread behind Samson's foxes
in  the Philistines' ocorn. The clergy's
akina were tender from long Impunily.
They shrieked from pulpit and platform, and
made Europe ring with thelr clamor. They |
maintained subsequently, and with good rem-
son, that the chief impulse to the Reformation
was given by this work of Erasmus.  How, then,
did it conie 1o pass that Erasmus refused to side
with Luther nud the other leaders off the Hofor
mation, but died, as he had lived, & consistent
and fervent advocate of reform within the
Church, About half of Froude's lectures may
be described as attempts to answer this question
in & way oreditable to their subject.

V.

It was natural that Luther, when summoned to
the Diet at Worma, should think that Erasmus,
who had thus far led the campaign against the
eorruption of the Church, would stand his
friend. The appeal that he addressed to him
was couched in simple, even humble terms.
Neover had Erasmus recelved any roqtest more
entirely inconvenient. He thought Le hal
enough to do to fight his own battles. To take
up Lunther's wans to forfelt the Pope'’s protection,
which hwd hitherto been his best defence, The
Pope let himm say all that he wished himself,
Why lose an adv g9 s Infinitely pro-
elous to him? Luther resented his  hesl-
tation, and Protestant tradition lhss  exe-
erated Erasmus's cowardice. Froude acknowl-
edges that his conduct was not, pers
haps, bherole, but he submits that hero.
lsm is not always wisdom. He reminds us that
the Luther who, previously to the Diet of
Worms, was wishing to be the brother of Eras-
mus, was not the Lutnerof history, the liberator
of Germany, Lthe regenerator of the Clristian
faith. To Erasmus e was merely an hooest,
and perhaps lmprudent, monk, who bhad broken
out, siugle handed, into s nolsy revolt. Doulit.
less, the Indulgences were preposterous and the
Church of Rome waa an Augean stable, which
watted all the waters of the Tiber through
ity but the begloners of rovolutions are not
shose who asually bring them to & successful
conclusion, The generous and the rash rush
forward prematurely, without messuriug the
diMoultics of the enterprise, aud attack aften in
the wrong place. The real enemy, iu the mind of
Erssmus, was not the Pope and his | gonces,
abeurd ss they might be, but the gloomy mass
of lies and Impudence wlich lay spread over
Eurupe, and the tyranny of a priesthood belleved
o possess supernstural powers. If cultivated
Popes and Hishops like Leo X. sl Archbishiop
Warham, and bundreds more whom Erasmus
know, would lend & Lhand W help educatlon and
spread Lie knowledgoe of the New Testament,
thers might be better hopes [vr mankind o
using their ssslstance thas In plunging intoa
furigus bettle with popular superstition sod the
Homan hisrurchy combined. It is not deolbed by
Froude that Eresmus may have been
wmug; that times come whett rough mossures
aloue will apswer, and that Erasmian education
might have made slight Impresalon on e
Boarlet Lady of Babylon. Bub Le jusisls that
Ex was ot bound to know this, and deeius

pow stands. The life there, as Er elne-
where says, was like the life lo Plsio's Academy,
and there ErusmUs was & Permanent yuest
whenever he was in London. No two men ever
suited each other better, their lntellootasl difs
ferences only serving Lo give interest o their
conversation, while both had that pecullar
bumor which means at bottoas the power of
secing thiogs as they really are, undisguised by
conventions wrappiogs. More's mind was free
and notde. As we have sen. Erasmus tald Hut-
ten that he was without superstition. At an-
other tizue, Bowever, be allowed that thers waa
& vein of in, and that veio, as the aky blackened
with the ssorm of the Helormation, swelled apd
turned hig lato s perses wlor. Mes who have besn

hewselves rolos e aiv Lhe beast Lolerant whes

1t rather to bis eredit that e met Luther's ad-
vances as favorably as be did. We are reminded
that the moderate reformer always ressits the
lutruston of the sdvanced radical lnto work
which be Lhas been hinselfl conducting with cau-
thon and success. Ha sces hls own eperations
discred ited, his supporiers allenated, bis enos

miss apparestly estitled 1o sppeal W the
fullment of thelr prophecy. the |leades-
ship oenatched owut of bis bands sl

pasesl on o more thoroughgolng sivals
Frouds would ot hastily blame such & man be-
vates Lo s I & hurry to disconnect hlmselt
from bot spirits whom he cannot govern, and
whose vbjects extend beyond what Le hlwaelf
dealres o appeoves L Ersamus bad publicly

r ble course, n mepsible person might still
wish to make the best of it, and the suthor of
these lectures declines to pay that mankind
woulil have been the worse if the Holy Father
hind bBeen wble to follow Erasmus's advice. 1tis
also obvious that Froude sympathizes with
Ermsmus in what the latter most disliked and
feared from Lutner, to wit. the constructlon of
a new dogmatie theology of which the denlal of
the freedom of the human will should be the
cOrner stone. AS A matter of fact, that was Just
whnt Luther did construer, and it was this
which Erasmus eventiually attacked In his book,
De Libero Arbitrio, w which Luther replied
with an equally contemptuaus De Servo Arbitrio,
in which he advised the veteran schoiar to re-
mnin & spectator In a gams for which Le Iacked
courage to play a manly part, MW, H.

A New Hintory of Greeee,

Tne Mesars, Macmillan have published the
first volume of & new History af Gireece by
AvoLven HoLw, whose German text (s reproduced
with valuable additions in an English transla-
tlon. The author makes no claim to that eritl-
ciam of the nicest minutle of research for which
Grote and Dunoker were remarkable, nor does
he profess to offer the harmony and charm of
the narrative of Curting His reason for st-
tempting o now treatment of the snliject Is his
belief that (t s possible 1o do more than has
hitherto been done In the way of presenting the
most Important facts in a ecomparatively narrow
compass, and of sharply distinguishing what
mny he regarded an true from what s merely
hypothesis. Hecognlzing that no one can under-
take to relnte the hilstory of & nation antil he has
formied o cloar conception of lta character, ha
explains brlelly in the preface hin views upon
that point. He disagrees from those who regard
the Girecksns o peopls which, in the most lim-
portant plisses of I, always hit upon the Lest,
ar nenrly the best, course of action, but, a2 the
aame time, he conslders them an exceptionally
high type of humanity, as the great seekersafter
perfoction among the natlons, possessing all the
qualities which belong to the iudefatigable
Inguirer. This view has golded him o his estl-
mate of the great men among the Greeksa, In
his opinion the greatest Atleninn statesmen did
not always find the best solution of the problems
before them. la them, ns in the people at large,
it In lutellectunl activity, marked not only or
mainly in thelr achlovementa, but also in thelr
aspirations, that specially comymands our ad.
miratlun, The principles of historieal eriticlsm
on which the narrative ls based are deflnwd, as
they shonld Le, at the outset, e holds, for in.
stance, that the investigation of original sources
should no louger start, as has been hitherto
generally the case, with the reconstroetion of
lost authors, but with s study of the pecullari-
ties of the existing ones. Ile further malntaine
that the common eriterion of the author's polng
of viow, eapocially in poiities, must be applied
with enutlon, lest it lead to partisanship, and,
consequently, to lnaecuracy.

The quality of this book can beat be exempli-
fled by notlng what the author has (o say re-
garding certaln questions upon which light Is
thrown by phitlologists and arclwologista, What,
for instance, was the origin ot the tirecka? To
what other peaples were they related and In
what degres of descent? Hy what route did
they entor the conntries which they inhabited in
historie times? To what grade of civilization
biad they nttained when they settled there 7

Inthe Judgment of the author of this bistory
philology alune ran, at present, answer these
questions,  He sckoowledges that s partial
reply to the last might be expected from what
are called prehistoric studics, but hie considers
that thess studies are not yet sufficiently ad-
vanoed to justify the hope of any important
effoct upon treek history, Even If more primi-
tive tombs and lmplementa bad been discovered
in Greece than has hitherto been the gase, we
should wtill be far from knowing with the re-
quired cemainiy wheother, in individusl ceses,
the degres of clvilization proved by them was
that of early Groeks or of later members of the
family who had lagieed belilnd in the march of

or even of forclgners. Many mors
such discuveries are required to arrive by this
methal at resulis which should be included ln &
short account of dreece.  Ia Holm's oplalon,
therefore, It is ouly the sclence of language that,
for the momeni, s able Lo relurn evel & partial
auswer W Lhe questions alvive put.

Of the racea with which we are really ac-
guainted the Gireeks stand in closest conneciion
with a number of ltalian peoples, sspecially the
Latios, Umbirians, and Oecans. More distantly
related are the rest of Lhe Indo- Europeas peoples
~{elts, Germana, Slave, as well as Armenians
and Iranings, 1t 18 & fair dedoction Lhat, of the
above mentioped races, the Iallans Lved longest
with the Gresks and wors this lasi to separatie
frows them. We arrive at this conclusion, be-
cause we koow the Hallan languages more ar
lems satisfactorily. But, if weendeaver o recen-
struck sarly Greck history with the ald af phl-
jology, s great gap lu our keowledge al once
wakes itself felt, Weo know very little of the
languages of the southera group of hallan peo.
ple. of the reces of the poribern half of the Bal-
ks Penlusuls, aud of Asls Mipor. Yet thess are,

-.mmpuu_ , Ais lasguages of e vy people

e ——

must have rematnad anited for a long time, per-
baps longer than with any other. We are nnk.
ble to sny with cortainty how close was the cone
nection of the (iresks with the Phrymians, the
Theactans, the [liyrians, and the Messaplans,
nor do we know {n what order the separation of
the Gireaks from these and other kindred races
took place. For example, were the Phryglans
the first to leave the parent stem? Then
the Thracians, then the Iiyrians, and finale
iy the Messapiana? Was thers ever &
perlod  when, after the weparation of all
thess peoplen, the fireeks and Italians lived Lo
gother as so-called ltalo-Grwel ! One ennnot
say, From the viewpoint of this Inguiry the
known Indo-Furopean langtnges are compared
by the present historlan toa color seals, in which
the transitional shades, and one ar mores of the
prinaipal eolors besides, are wanting, Thedifm-
eulty of arranging them In thele proper orrder is
obvious, If we could tell, for Instance, which
wore the Intermedinte colors between the lra.
nian and the tireek, we ahonld know more of the
origin of the Iatter, Agaln, the known Indo-
Edaropsan langoages are compared to the
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Whenes, then, did the Greeka procars the m.
diments of the muech higher clvilization which
they eventually attained ?  Molm, lke other
stodenia of the sabjeel, entertains no doubt the
they received thess rudimenta from Asla, and s
part, also, from Egypt. The clvilipation of Ann
Minor might have come to the Greoks direcily
and without intermmdiaries, for they waee |n
constant contact with the nationa of that coune
try: that of Asevela might Alse have been cnn.
wveyed through the people of Aala Minor; bug
there was another route avallable, namely,
throngh Phonlela, Egypt sonld hardly rome
munloate with Gireecs exeept throngh the Phin.
niciana. Holm citen the reasons glven by Fiypt.
ologinta for belleving that Greeks Ngurs smong
the northern natlons whe, during the relgns of
Hamesss 111, Menephta, and Bet] I, and even
neearly an Thothmes 11, invaded Egypt, that ls
tosay, from the Afteenth ta the twelfth century
B0, No stress, however, is Inid on these ac.
counta, becauss the Intervretations of names ars
still contested and very problematienl. Even It

branches of & treaof which many other branch
are unknown to us, Hencs, wo eannot say in
what relatlon even the known ones stand to
ench other and to the rest. We do not know
At what part of the trunk or from which
botgh what we call the Greek people was de.
tached. Thus very Uttle ean be sald even by
plhillology to the questions regarding origin, re-
Intlonahip, and route. We nasume a serios of
kindred peoples, extending from Phrygla to
Hieily, but we are only Justified in asserting thnt
the (irreks were & branch of this family tree,
Holm ia Inolined to conceds the possibility thst
the cradle of thess kindred peoples was, us many
recent writers have contended, not orlginally in
the lnterfor of Asla, but In Europe. This, how-
ever, does not make It impossible for the Greeks
to have come Into Gireece partly from Asin
Minor. Everything rather tends to prove that
the Gireeks entered thelr eountry from twao
sldes, from the north of the Balkan Peninsala
rorithward, and from Asla Minor across the
Algean Sea westward, If Eorope was the orlg-
Inal home of the (ireeks, they must iave sepa-
rated {u Thrace to meet agaln in Hellns,

.,

We pass to what the author has 1o say totuch-
ing another question—namely, what degree of
civilization himd the Cireeks reached when they
first mettled In Greoce? It Ia poloted out that
philology proves thiem to have been by no means
n rude people. If tho Greeks say darod and
arofrun and the Romans am and aratrum for
“to plough' and “a& plongh,” it Is clear that
they wers beth acqualinted with agriculture bes
fore they separated, Thin agriculture would
naturally not be partieularly ndvanced and Holm
concurs 10 the protest recently raised by Hinhn
ngalnst exaggorntod statemonts an to the high
developmont of tlin earliest Groek clvilization,
No one will deny that the primitive Greeks must
have posacased n certaln amount of knowledge of
the sclence and practice of agriculture, Toey
were not always on the move, They tarried here
and there, and sowed frait peed and millet and
barley, The earliest Inhabitants of Thers were ac-
gualnted with agriculture, sa the remning show,
On the other hiand, we are reminded that the
cultivation of the vine is a different matter, I
the progenitors of the Greeks and the lallana
carried graln with them on thelr travels, it does
not follow that they took vine shoots as well,
which require more than an short summer
to grow up and bear frult. Hesldes, wine
Is not, like bread, s necessary of |life,
There Is, therefors, no necessity for the
assumption that the earllest Greeks brought
the vine with them when thiey settled In Groece;
Indeed, It seems more likely, when one conslders
the myths concerning the arrival of Dionysius,
that, nt first, they did without wine. At the
pame time, It may very well linve been known
to the earlleat Greeks. It Is certain that catile
breeding provided the means of subsistence
even mors than agriculture, However differont
the surface of the soll might ba in particular
tracta, life In the various cantons of primeval
Gireece must, ronghly speaking, have had much
the sume axpect. In the valleys corn was sown
and cattle pastured. Beea supplied wax and
honey, and wild trecs sour fruit. The best meat
was procured by the chase, while the products
of the anlmal kingdom served a variely of pur-
poses, such as clothing, vessels for eating and
drinking, and bowstrings. Hoats were covered
with lesther, and draught cattle were har-
nessed with leather thonge. From the wool of
sheop was made the felt used for a head cover-
Ing (Greek pilos, Latin pllews). Cloth was manu-
factured from bark and the fibres of plants, at
first plaited and afterward woven. The ordl-
nary crockery was of clay, baked in the sun.
Thoe weaker members of the tribe were carried
on wagons when it was necessary to pass from
one place to another. Their dwellings wers
either natural or artificial caverna, or huts bullt
of wood, wicker work, mud, or stone, The prac-
tice In lake countries of driving piles into the
battom of a lake and building upon them no
doubt obtalned In Greece; Herodotus relates
this custom of the Pronians In Thrace. That
the earliest Gireoks were acquainted with metals
Ia rendered probable by the word for * copper™
belng common to Sanscrit, German, and Lating
but, ma the Greeks happened to have had another
word for It, we may assume that they did not
use copper so much as stons implements in the
earliest times.

Om the religion of the early Greeks, much light
bas been thrown by philologista. An original
connection between the Greek and Indian re.
liglons has been demonstrated, thus bringing
the origin of Greek mythology into clearer re-
hef. The mythology of the Aryans proves to be
simply their poetic exprossion of thelr mode of
regarding nature. The varioty of mythologieal
imagery, however, in the different ethnic off-
shoots arvse from the pecullarity of the early
Ianguages, which, on the one hand, supply »
number of expressions for the sams object, and,
on the other hand, give the same general name
to different objects. The consequence Is that
when different words are used for the sama
thing ons thing is represented In a varioty
of ways, In Gresk, German, and Indian mythol.
ogy. cow, horse, sheep, and ahip all alguify cloud.
Inversely, the same symbol can express differ-
ent ohjects; for example, horse can stand for
eloud, light, sunbeam, spring, or wave. This
multiplicity of termasexplains the otherwine pus-
eling fact that ooly & few gods bear the same
name among kindred peoples. There wers so
many ways of expressing the same (dea that 218
erent races eanlly sdopted differont names tor the
same delty. In spite of this, the Gireeks had
some names of goda ln common with kindred
runces, The name of the chilef god Zeus, genitive
Dioa, eorresponds o that of the Indian god of
the heaven Dyaus, genltive Divas, both siguify.
ing the clear sky. Another Gireek name for the
heavens dates from earilest times, Uranua cor-
responding to the Sanscrlt Varunas, which
originally- dencted the covering, the all-em-
bracing. Finally Eos, Latin Aurors, corresponds
to the Banscrit Ushas, The conclusion to be
drawn s that the Gireek bellef in the divinity of
the sky and its principsl manifeststions came
from thelr first home and thelr sarly aasocia-
tlon with kisdred peoples. Other instances of
correspondence sre glven which bear on thelr
face the appearance of remote antiquity, and
thus may be considered as relics of the earlivat
beliefs of tho Greaks, As regaida waorship, there
Is no doubt that prayer In the original form of
the hymn dates from the earllest tlmes, OF
forma of sacrifice the drink offering s clearly
Lhe oldest; in Indis the soma. In (ireece fer-
manted honey or wine. Anlmal sacrifice is also
admitied, bat it ls cloar that 1n this respect mi-
;m“, h.‘n .“h;.' lm;h aint and involved
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What, then, is the fnal saswerof this hie-
torian to the varlous fundamental guestions
mooted T It is this: Thet the Greeks on their
arvival were & simple pevpls of Aryan origin,
but scqualnted with agriculture sad o posses-
Mon of & national worship, the objec! of which
was the sky and s phenowena, such as light,
lightulng, clouds, raln; and that thess celestial
g aand | & found o2 prosston
o myths, By what route Lhe carliest Grecks
i lesed soRalry which they afterward pos-
mad caly be we repeat, cemjectuind,

tbhe
s

tireeks wontto Egypt In those far off days it s
pronounced Impossible that they should have
learnied the elvilization of the Kgypiians theis
and then transplanted It Intn Greees, It the
judgment of the presont historinn, that must
have been effected by  other means,
Many writers of the present day supposa
that muelh was transmitted by the Khetas, op
Hittites, who, for a long period, held & very im.
portant position in aoterior Asla. [If, however,
the Khetas did exerciee an important inAuvencn
on the Greeks, It 18 certaln, alno, that mucl mose
e aseribed to the Phoenielans, THolm does not
desin 1t an oasy task (o deseribe the relation of
the Plsnieians ta tireece. No doubd thelr gen.
weal character s known through the Jong re-
mearches devoted to them. They werea natinn
of sea traders, possesalug ot hHome munieipal
notovomy, and L this reapect were the forerin.
ners of the Cireeks. They were Bomlitlo In lane
gungo and rellglon; in art they wers dependant
on others, especially on the Egyotiana and the
dwellern on the Euphrates; novertheloss, they
knew how to copnmunicate thelr borrowed akill
and knowledge Lo others. Hut no genulne re-
mialns of their civilization exist, like thoss of
the Egyptians and Assyrians. Almost every.
thing that comes fram the Pheenlclans la found,
not In the narrow aresn of Phoenlela, but in
other countries, It has, therefors, been sub-
Jeeted to forelgn Influence. Our knowledge of
them, connequently, rests, to & great extent, on
conjeoture, and It s, therofors, diMcult to dis.
tingulsh *+hat In of Phoenlelan orlgln even In
Grecce, According to the opinlon of the Greoks
themmelves, much that was new was Introduced
fnto Girsece by Cadmus, that is by the Phonl.
cinns, numely, the worship of Monysus, mining,
guareying stone, and, nbove all, the nse of the
alphabet. Holm would make, however, in
rofercnce to thia last point, some distinetion,
He points out that the Greek characters eannot
be proved to have existed before the eighth
century I, C. They first appear in Crete. If
they are a modification of the Phanlcian char.
acters, the changa must have taken place
rome time before the eighth century. A long
perivd had then slapsed nince the Phenlcians
first camo to CGireeco and brought thelr own
alphabet with them, Hencwe the legend respect.
ing the Introduction of the alphabet Into Ureece
by Cudinus contains twao slements of probabllity,
viz, that the Phanicians, at some time or other,
used thelr nlphabet In Greece, anl that the
Gireekns subsequently formed thelr own alphabes
from that of the Phavniciana.

Several pages dealing with this subject are
summed up in the expression of opinlon that the
anclents weregenernlly more correet than many
of the moderns in their estimate of the (nfluence
of tho Phoonlcians upon Greece. The Phonlclans
had trading settlementa nt many polnts on the
coast. The Greekslsarnod much from them, but,
with the exception of the alphabet. nothing of
great importanoa,

d FAMOUS YEAR.

Bome of the DMatinguished Mon Who Were
orn in 1800,

Oliver Wendell Holmes was born on Aug. 290,
1800, Willlam E, Gladstone was born on Dea,
20, 1808, That I8 & famous year in blography.
Charles Darwin was born on Feb. 12, 1800,
Edgar Allan Poe was born on Feb. 10, Alfred
Tennynon wasborn in the ssme year; so was'
Plerre Joseph Proudhon, the Fredeh socinl
phllosopher. It s s year famous In the annals
of military history, too, for Marshal Canrobert,
the surviving French Marshal, was born in
that year; so was Leopold O'Donnell, the
Spanish (ieneral; so was Frederick von Beust,the
Austrian statesmnn, whose power In German
affalrn waa eclipsed at Radowa. Theltallan
statesman, Ricasoll, was born In Florence on
March 0, 1800, Park Benjamin, who died in
1804, was born in the same year. For Ameri-
cans It will always be memorable as the year 1a
which Abraham Lincoln was born.

The death of Dr. Holmes has ealled up »
flood of reminiscences on the subject of old
men.  Titlan, the Itallan painter was 100
years old when ho died at Cadore, Italy,
Donaido, when past 90 and utterly blind,
stormed Constantinople. lsaac Newton was
President of the Roynsl Soclety at the age of 83,
and Landor finished bis * Imaginary Conversa-
tlons™ at the age of 80. Brougham was &
debater at 80, and Lyndhurst, when over 90,

spoko in the House of Lords, Fran

vernor of Pennsylvania at the hu:f'l‘t"

arnhal MeMabon was 85 when 3& N
Jow is now in his #0th yoar. vid Dudley

leld was B when he died, Chevreul, the
French chemist, was 102 whan he died in 'hﬂﬂ.
Cassiue M, Clay, now livieg (n Kentucky, is 84,
g:m‘l‘ll{mm.“.m. tlnvra’mnlr“"niud imu- ?tnl-
, Al relary of was another the
famous men boru In 1800, -

4d WELL A8 A DAROMETER.
I Is on & Cattaraugus County Farm, and
Iafnilibly Foreialls Weaiher,

There Is & curious well on the Flint farm, in
the town of Great Valley,

settled, without asking something Uke this:

" Doea Lhe well threaten a change ™

For every one knows that if there is bad
weather coming the well will let them koow i
sure aa sure can be,

They call thie well up there the "*w ol
although It doean't whistle now, M\
any fault of the well. This well was dug sbous
ffty years ago by the father of Col. Flint, whe
now ocotglos the farm. He put It down forty-
five feet, but found no water, and dug bo
further. Instead of) rater, & strong currest of
alr came from the well at times. The opening
was covered with a big flat stons, and for
amusement & hole was drilled in the stons and
& big tin whistle fitted into i, This whistle had
two tones—oae when the alr rushed up from the
woll, aud & different one when the counler cupe
ront sucked the air back Ioto the mysterious
depiha. It wasr't loug before the discovery was
mads that within forty-elght hours afler the
on .

T e Ty
When the tone of Lhe wihistle was e .
the reversing of the current, 1t was d

himt the change meant a changs

ng of fuir weather, Theso w-.?ﬁi'.“’
never fuiled. When the weat

a.i whistle was sllent, “The whist
arder somie years ago, and, for
never repulred. bist the mlnln.um :.:.r!
rents of sir still s co their

prophesy th
s of w or ™ with unvarying

witt lye ™ g

rusg
infullibility.

The Falls of the MoKensle,

McKenzie Ri o thuw

cKe vor Is
on the sastern slope ol'lﬁ:cqm?: -y ‘:
mighty rushing torrent from the in A
o milen below rh.rm.mmamo? w
great falls, ane ot least soventy-five feol. A
2 bly more, snd the other one hundred feet.
1 s somethlng of & 0 gt Lo them Lhirough
the uubroken forest over the rougbest vul-

m!'-'hl ﬁf. |m.|¢m?hlo.
slhing roncerniug the scese fe £
ged reglons s likel h'bl uﬂ-gr:\n .\I.‘“t\'li:‘-bh
wo stood at the falls we wero wuunaed at 1he
TE::"]GJ&‘ .rumlu:.: and  busuty presonted
R noos of us had seen anything nj-
o Ling :{:-t It fa  tarrent that is P i
Lhe fhoe of & cliff in the heart of an
¥ r calon, and leaps mlr.n'-i.
ow, flling the gorye aod
Spray, and causing rank

W agslug

iodeacrita
& birvak w i
covering

Gauaes




